
re

x

ffi
' - . / 1 <

Mndcnbcrg;
E D I T E D  B Y

ARTHUR H. \,-.\NDENBERG, JR.
\A I ITH ' I 'F I I : ]  COI ,L , \BORA' [ IO\  OF

JOE ALEX il,IORRIS

Sen ator

1 9 , ) z

I L L L I S T R A T E D

HOUGHTON ÄIIFFLI\ CO.\IPANY . BOSTON

@üe llibersibe gress €ambribge

The Pape rsPrivate
OF



16 THE PRIVATE PAPERS oF SENAToR IANDENBERG

was Hitler and that he could never be defeated without force
of arms; that sooner or later \\.e \\/ere bound to be in the war
and that Japan had giren us 3n opporruniry."

At the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue, Vandenberg's
thoughts in the next fer,v days were running along a different
iine. .On the day after Pearl I{arbor he puc-dorvn in detail his
reäct10ns:

Decenti;er 8, 1911
Congrcss declared war on Japan today - with but one dis-
sentlltg vote. The Senate r.vas unanimous. Tl-rere was no
other recoluse - in ansrver to ürhat was probably the most
treacherous attach in ali historv.-fhe 

neu,s of the artack on fiarvaii came into Washinqton
around 4 o'clock yesterday afrernoon. I immediatelv isiued

-ia pressj state-"ni. I then phoned Steve Early, Whitä House
S,9cr_9gry, and asked him to tell the President that, despite
all differences on other things, I u..ould suppon him with-
out reservation in_his ansu-er to Jlpan. t\,lalvin Mclntyre,
another White F{ouse Secrerary, shortly phoned me rhe
President's thanks.

Today at 12:30 the Presidenr addressed a ioint session of
Congress - asking a f<;rmal declaration of ä state of rvar.
\trith a speed and unaniurity that shorv how a democracy
can function in crisis, the Resolution \\'as tluough both
Houses within one hour.

I made the only speech thar rvas made in the Senate before
the vote was talän-there. I felr ir rvas absolutely necessary
to establish the reason rvhy our non-inrervendänists were
ready to "go along" - making ir plain thar we \\./ere not
deseiting otir beliefi, but rhat ,,"- .u.'r" postponing all further
argument over_policy until the battle forced üpon us by
Japan is won. I felt it wes necessary, too, in order to better
swing the vast_anti-\l'ar perry in rhe counrry into unity lvith
this unavoidable decision. The Administraiion leaderi, with
typical short-sightedness, had not wanted it done. They
wanted no speeches at all - and even tried to cut me off.

fThis was almosc an understaremenr. Senaror Tom Con-
nally of Texas, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Commit-
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tee, resisted on the floor lvhen Vandenberg arose to speak and
gave in onl1. gruifly with the renrark täar ,,of coürse, the
)enator has a nght to speak if he insisrs."J

But I insisted'-and'I u,as greatly pleased, when I had
finished 'ry brief srarenlent, ö trrve'senator Glass cross
or-er, shake py ha1d, and thank nre for my sratemenr. In
the co'rse of the afternoon, 2I other senators phoned similar
nressages, ro rny office; anel llajority Leader Bärkley himself
later said rhar, upon reflccrion, he ivas very glad thac I had
done c-ractlv as I did.

\\'e u'ere no longer "free agents" afrer the infanrous Jap-
anese attack and Japan's l)eclaration of War on Ameiica.
There rvas nothing lefr to do but to answer in kind. But I
contlnue to believe thar a u'iser foreign policy could have
been followed - although now ,ro oträ *iil 

"u?, 
be able to

prr.lve it.^ 
\\Ie have little or no informadon regarding rhe peace-

negotiations rvhich have been going on-for tän dav! as a
result of the visit of the ÄIikaäo's ipecial emissary.' It has
all been secret - secrer er-en from rhi Senate Fore'ign Rela-
rions Committee. Perhaps this s,as necessary. Bui I hope
thrr some day the v,hole record will be laid'bare. I shorild
uke to know what the price of peace in the Far Easc would
har-e been. I have the feeling thac it would have been neces-
:rr' for us ro yield bur relar-ively litrle - and nothins in the

:.,u1: 
of "appeasenrenc" - in 

'order 
ro have paciÄed the

t rr Iastern situation; and certainly any such pacificarion,
rutual ly tahing Japan out of the'Axis,  would have been
:ne deadliest blow we could have struck at Hitler. For ex_
-:nple, Japan has been in A4anchukuo for 15 years-despite
,-,ur refusal ro recognize her title under the'.'stinrson Dioc_
::ure" (u'hich, by the way, Britain relected). To recognize
-l.iprn's title in,\lanchukuo, speaking lobsely, u.ould be siäply
:,-.r acknowledge an accomplished f-acr which wiII remain'ah
=cco'plished fact whethei we like it or nor. I mav franklv
"JJ that I think china is big enough so thar addit'ional tei-
^--:,-.,rial concessions, or trade iones, äight have been arranged
:,; rhe advantage of China herself in riturn for a guarantäed
:<rce . This is pure specularion - except as tfie general
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notion is sustained by many conv,ersations I have had with

rärffitiur.l"pt titiriägÄ#tit"' Wlhout condonins for an

instant the 'u,ay rn which Japan precrprtated hostilitijs' I still

ä;"k 
-;; 

"iry 
t r". driöeä hir *eiedtessly into hostilities

i^f.t""gn uo, äogttic diplomatic attitudes'

I fear this means a viriual end to our "lend-lease" aid to

Britain et al. becau sß lte are not adequa.tely -P"rePared 
ow-

selves - as I har-e ntt" ttying for m6nths'- I^fear we shall

p"y-a.rtfy for this lack of. pregaredness on our own account'

I am certat, ,. l,r", *otiti i"h"ittly much to Britain et al'

;"-l;;" ,r, .ontirro" to remain oui of the actual shooting

ir, - r"a I doobt *h.ther these values.were. aPPropriate$

,rr.rt.d in deternrining what it was cold-bloodedly wortn to

all of rr.to take Jöai virtually out of the Axis änd to sub-

stantiallv pacify ,n.tf'tt Ettf -1 thot pennitting concentrated

attentioh to Hitler.---B;;;. 
have asked for this - and other - wars' Now we

,ra in it.- Nothing -tt"tt excePt 'uictory ' The "arguments"

must be PostPoned.

December 11, 1941

War with Germany! War with Italy! Two declarations

today! ut"nirnoo.l''Th" '-'"*s of Geiman and Italian d-ec-

i;;i;"t-;g"i;;t .'r',""tt'"d us by radio this. 
Ttliig^:j,"t

itt" *ot"iig PaPers were out' The Commiftee on lorelgn

Relations met at li:30 and passed uPon the text of our Res-

oto.io"t. The preamble proposed by the State D-epartment

ä"r.riUittn the 
'German 

acdon as a culmination of its long-

;'#;i;;""ä;;'-;as reiected bv th9 Committee in favor

;;;il;. fäctual starement \Mhich avoided the moot quesüon

äi -hv *" f".. ,ttit ttt'llenge' The Resolution was reported

^i iiilo,. k was passed in-ten minutes' A democracy ctn

function when it has to'--itt" 
U"av of the Resolution was identical with.that against

r;; 
"nä'ro[o*ed 

the precise language used.in the Dec-

i;i#;";i i;i7 ü; i"'-"^v' it 1öc.ep;ed "the state of
war that has been thrast uPon the Unlted states'

That is the moot question which, as I said in the Senate on

M;drf, *ü ft"u" io be settled by the historians in some
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cooler, calmer moment. There is no use debatine it now.
So far as the intmediate issue is concerned. these "wars cer-
tainly haae been -"thrusr" upon- us. There is nothing to
do 

.but to repel.rhe "rhrust"--f61gys1. I shall 
"o-opJr"t"without reservation to that end. The arzument is ,,oi ice"

for the durarion so far as I am 
"on..*ä.But when historic appraisals tinally are made. I want mv

orvn view-poinr preserv'ed against thär day of judgment. 
r

Perhaps it was ultimately lnevitable thai we inoüta be in_
volved - no one can successfLrlly deny that thesis. But I
contend that this inevitability *^i certii, in the lighr of the
foreign policies which we pursued. We ,,asked fär it" and"\r'e gor it." The intervenrionist says today - as the presi_
dent virtually did in his addresr to ih" natiän-((Seer This
proves we were right and that this \r,ar was sure to involve
us." The non-interventionist says (and I say) -,,Seel We
ha'e insisted from the beginnin! thar this course would lead
to war and it has done exactly tJrat."

Perhaps, in a sense, we arä botb right. But I do not see.
on the face of the record, how it 

"r.r 

-be 
denied that ue cer-

tainly have been righr.
I remem.ber saying,.in my speech rwo years ago against the

repeal of the arms ernbargo (rhe first srep r*ryTro,i neutral_
ir1-): "You cennot be tli arsennl f or oie belligerent u:itltout
l,ecoming a turget f or the other.,, Well - arien't we?

--.\\r. repealed the anns embargo frankly to help Brirain.
\\-e established "cash.- and carrli', frankly to help Britain.
\\-hen British cash failed, rve invented ,.iease-lend"' to help
Britain. We traded 50 destroyers, partially for the benefit df
eetting air bases for ourselves, but öhiefly io help Britain. By
rhis time, the President and his spokesmen (includirrq t(.
;rrticularly .bellicose Secretary of the Navy Knox)" had
.:brndoned all pretense to the conrrary. Thev were ioudlv
;rll ing 

tg. ,f: defeat of Gcnnany - bi pto*y. We repealeä
:ractically all thar r,vas lefr of the Neütialitv Act and'rroted
:o affn our ships and send them into combjt zones and into
relligerent porrs ro help Britain. By ,,we" I mean the Ad_
-::inistration majority of inte^'entionists. They said it was all
J,rne "to promote peace" - God save the mark. They

eclarations
r:lian dec-
:ninq after
rn Foreign
It our Res-
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promised peace in the 1940 campaign' They rvere *keeping

lh. *tt fiom our shores," we were always told' I ' do not '

ouestion the sincerity of these interventionists' BÜt I do

ä;;;;i; their candir'. Certainly I question their logic -

ih; t;d no*. It may have been the rigl:t course to "help

Britain." God knows'I have wanted Britain to win and rvtn

conclosiv"ly. That is not the Present point' The .point. is

,h"t ; ;  diä e,terything we coulä-by proxy-to.help.de-

feat Germany, and said so. We finally ordered the Amertcan

X"u" on Ailantic patrol under orders to shoot down an'y-^C;rt;;;rfi 

"" 
sight; and Roosevelt and Churchill sealed

-fr"i .f..V called 'yThe Atlantic Charter" for_ Germany's

il;;. id" not here question rhe iuxification of these policies

-ifr..t*tv have be'en right and necessary' But I say that

wherr,'at l6ng last, Germäny turned uPon us and declared

*t. 
"e"inra 

här -ost 
"ggrestit'e 

enemy on earth' it is,no con-

.riU*%r, ro ,,historicaläcuracy" (to'put it mildly) fo.r us to

oretend to say that this rvar has been "tbrust upon us"' .t^ii 
*"u nor'b. politically expedient for t5e interventio'ists

a^,.fi in" trorh ät the nionrenr - because they rvould thus

have too many anti-$'ar prontises to swallow' .6ut ü tnls \\'ar

ir *o*n fig(ting, it is'rvorth accePting for what i: 
i:-

namelv. a bällieeient cause rvhich rve openly etnbraced long

"go "rid 
in rvhiäh we long since ttomin-afed ourse6'e.t xs ectlve

;ili"i;;r. The "thruiting" started t\\'o years ago rvhen

we repealed the Arms Embargo.
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